Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia

(BOE núm. 172, 20.07.2006) 

PRELIMINARY TITLE 

(…)
ARTICLE 4. RIGHTS AND GOVERNING PRINCIPLES 

1. The public authorities of Catalonia shall promote the full exercise of the freedoms and rights recognised by this Estatut, the Constitution, the European Union, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and those other international treaties and conventions which Spain has signed that recognise and guarantee fundamental rights and freedoms. 

(…)

TITLE I. RIGHTS, OBLIGATIONS AND GOVERNING PRINCIPLES
CHAPTER I. CIVIL AND SOCIAL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
ARTICLE 15. THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
1. The citizens of Catalonia have the rights and obligations recognised in the rules referred to in Article 4.1. 
2. Each individual has the right to live in dignity, safety and autonomy, free from exploitation, from ill-treatment and from all types of discrimination, and has the right to freely develop his or her personality and personal abilities. 

3. The rights of the citizens of Catalonia, as established in this Estatut, may be extended to other individuals, under the terms established by law. 

(…)

ARTICLE 20. THE RIGHT TO UNDERGO THE PROCESS OF DEATH WITH DIGNITY 

1. Each individual has the right to receive appropriate treatment of pain and complete palliative attention and to undergo the process of death with dignity. 

2. Each individual has the right to express his or her will in advance in order to record instructions regarding any medical treatment or intervention that he or she may undergo. These instructions must be respected especially by medical staff, in accordance with the terms established by the law, if the individual is not able to express his or her wishes personally. 

(…)
ARTICLE 23. RIGHTS IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH
1. Each individual has the right of equal access, free of charge, to healthcare services provided under public responsibility, under the terms established by law. 

2. Public healthcare users have the right to have their preferences respected in terms of choice of doctor and healthcare centre, under the terms and conditions established by law. 

3. Each individual, with respect to public and private healthcare services, has the right to be informed of the services which he or she can have access to and of the requirements for using them; to be informed of medical therapies and their risks, prior to treatment; to give his or her consent for all medical interventions; to have access to his or her own medical records; and to confidentiality regarding information relating to his or her health, under the terms established by law. 

(…)
ARTICLE 27. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENT 
1. Each individual has the right to live in an environment that is balanced, sustainable and respectful of health, in accordance with the standards and levels of protection established by law. Each individual also has equal rights to enjoy the landscape and natural resources, and has the obligation to use these responsibly and to avoid squander and damage of natural resources. 

2. Each individual has the right to protection from different forms of pollution, in accordance with the standards and levels determined by law. He or she also has the obligation to collaborate in the conservation of the natural heritage and in actions designed to eliminate any form of pollution, with the objective of maintaining and preserving the natural environment for future generations. 

3. Each individual has the right of access to environmental information held by the public authorities. The right to information may only be limited for justifiable reasons of public order, within the terms established by law. 
ARTICLE 28. THE RIGHTS OF CONSUMER AND USERS 
1. Each individual, as a consumer and user of goods and services, has the right to the protection of their health and safety. He or she also has the right to accurate and comprehensible information on the characteristics and prices of goods and services, to a system of guarantees for purchased products and contracted supplies, and to the protection of their economic interests against abusive, negligent or fraudulent conduct. 

2. Consumers and users have the right to information and to participation, either directly or through their representatives, regarding the Public Administration bodies of Catalonia, under the terms established by law. 
CHAPTER II. RIGHTS IN THE POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE FIELD 
(…)
ARTICLE 30. RIGHTS OF ACCESS TO PUBLIC SERVICES AND TO A GOOD ADMINISTRATION 
1. Each individual has the right of equal access to public and economic services of general interest. Public Administration bodies shall set the access conditions and quality standards for these services, regardless of the system for their provision. 

2. Each individual has the right to be treated impartially and objectively by the public authorities of Catalonia in matters affecting them, and that the action of the public authorities be proportional to the ends justifying it. 

3. The law shall regulate the conditions for exercise and ensuring the rights referred to in Sections 1 and 2 above, and shall determine the circumstances in which Catalan Public Administration bodies and any public services dependant on them shall adopt a charter of user rights and service providers obligations. 
ARTICLE 31. RIGHT TO THE PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA 

Each individual has the right to the protection of personal data contained in the records held by the Generalitat, and they have the right to access, examine and have these data corrected. An independent authority, designated by Parliament, shall ensure that these rights are respected under the terms established by law. 
(…)
TITLE II. INSTITUTIONS 
(…)
CHAPTER V. OTHER INSTITUTIONS OF THE GENERALITAT 
SECTION ONE. THE COUNCIL FOR STATUTORY GUARANTEES 
ARTICLE 76. FUNCTIONS 
1. The Council for Statutory Guarantees is the institution of the Generalitat that ensures that the regulations of the Generalitat comply with this Estatut and the Constitution, under the terms established in Section 2 below. 

2. The Council for Statutory Guarantees may pass judgement, under the terms established by law, on the following cases: 

a) Compliance with the Constitution of draft bills and proposals to reform the Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia, prior to their approval by Parliament. 

b) Compliance with this Estatut and the Constitution of Government bills and Members’ bills submitted for debate and approval by Parliament, and of legal decrees subject to validation by Parliament. 

c) Compliance with this Estatut and the Constitution of draft legislative decrees approved by the Government. 

d) Compliance of Government bills and Members’ bills and draft legislative decrees approved by the Government with local autonomy under the terms guaranteed by this Estatut. 
3. Prior to the lodging of appeals on the basis of unconstitutionality by Parliament or Government, the lodging of claims of conflict over jurisdiction by the Government, and the lodging of claims of conflict over the defence of local autonomy before the Constitutional Court, the Council for Statutory Guarantees shall pass judgement on the issue concerned. 

4. The judgements of the Council for Statutory Guarantees in relation to Government bills and Members’ bills in Parliament that develop or affect the rights recognised in this Estatut, are binding in nature. 
(…)
SECTION TWO. THE OMBUDSMAN 
ARTICLE 78. FUNCTIONS AND RELATIONS WITH OTHER SIMILAR INSTITUTIONS 
1. The Ombudsman has the function of protecting and defending the rights and freedoms recognised in the Constitution and in this Estatut. To this end, he or she oversees, exclusively, the activity of the Administration of the Generalitat, that of any public or private related bodies that are associated with or answerable to it, that of private companies that manage public services or that carry out activities of general or universal interest, or equivalent activities in a publicly-subsidised or indirect way, and that of other persons with a contractual relationship with the Administration of the Generalitat and with the public bodies which are answerable to it. He or she also oversees the activity of the local administration in Catalonia and that of the private or public bodies which are associated with or answerable to it. 

2. The Ombudsman and the Spanish Ombudsman shall collaborate in the exercise of their functions. 

3. The Ombudsman may request a report from the Council for Statutory Guarantees on Government bills and Members’ bills presented for debate and approval by Parliament, and legal decrees presented for validation by Parliament, when these regulate rights recognised in this Estatut. 

4. The Ombudsman may establish collaborative links with the local area ombudsmen and other similar figures created in the public and private spheres. 

5. Public Administration bodies in Catalonia and other entities and individuals referred to in Section 1 above are obliged to cooperate with the Ombudsman. The sanctions and mechanisms intended to guarantee fulfilment of this obligation shall be regulated by law. 
(…)

TITLE IV. POWERS 

(…)

CHAPTER II. MATTERS OF POWER 

(…)

ARTICLE 156. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA 
While respecting the guarantees regarding fundamental rights in this area, the Generalitat has executive power over the protection of personal data. This power includes in any case: 

a) Registration and control of files or processing of personal data created or managed by the public institutions of Catalonia, the Administration of the Generalitat, local public authorities of Catalonia, autonomous entities, and public or private law entities answerable to autonomous or local public authorities or providing services or carrying out activities on their own account by means of any form of direct or indirect management, and also the universities that make up the Catalan university system. 

b) Registration, and control of files or the processing of personal data created or managed by natural or legal persons for the exercise of public functions in connection with matters that fall under the authority of the Generalitat or of the local government entities of Catalonia, provided the processing takes place in Catalonia. 

c) Registration and control of files and the processing of data created or managed by the public law bodies which exercise their functions exclusively within the territory of Catalonia. 

d) Establishment of an independent authority, appointed by Parliament, to supervise the safeguarding of the right to protection of personal data within the powers of the Generalitat. 
(…)
TITLE V. INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS OF THE GENERALITAT 
CHAPTER I. RELATIONS OF THE GENERALITAT WITH THE STATE AND WITH OTHER AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITIES 
(…)
SECTION TWO. PARTICIPATION IN STATE DECISION-MAKING INSTITUTIONS AND PROCEDURES 
(…)
ARTICLE 182. DESIGNATION OF REPRESENTATIVES IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BODIES 
(…)
3. The Generalitat designates or participates in processes for designation of members of the Accounts Court, the Economic and Social Council, the Taxation Agency, the National Energy Commission, the Spanish Data Protection Agency, the Radio and Television Council, any entities that may replace these, and entities created in these fields, under the terms established by applicable legislation. 

